
The Science of Nessy: Hairy Reading
and Nessy Reading and Spelling

Hairy Reading and Nessy Reading and Spelling are based on a Structured Literacy approach.             

Hairy Reading

• Phonological skills (identifying, blending, and segmenting phonemes)

• Grapheme-phoneme (sound-symbol)

• Correspondences

• Letter names and letter formation 

• Phonics for both decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling)

• Syllable segmentation

Skills:

https://website-nessycdn.com/darkroom/original/d2890395dbabdf5b1e0704b0243174e4:9931b190eb1f1c7fbe5aaca26982c58b/hairy-reading-scope-and-sequence-1.pdf
https://www.nessy.com/en-us/science-of-reading
https://www.nessy.com/en-us/product/hairy-reading-school
https://www.nessy.com/en-us/product/nessy-reading-and-spelling-home
https://www.nessy.com/dyslexia-explained/understanding-dyslexia/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness
https://www.nessy.com/phonics


Hairy Reading

Nessy Reading and Spelling

• Phonological skills (identifying, blending, and segmenting phonemes)

• Correspondences

• Phonics for both decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling)

• Syllable segmentation

• Morphology, vocabulary, and fluency 

Skills:

Click here to learn about the science behind word recognition skills from the Reading
League’s Science of Reading: The Defining Guide to see how Hairy Reading and Nessy
Reading and Spelling align with the science.

https://website-nessycdn.com/darkroom/original/08dbe5bcf4dd2005dfb0d988e47aeea1:87f7f552f67483c373ee42fe2d0ac3af/nrs-pdf.pdf
https://www.thereadingleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Science_of_Reading_Defining_Guide_eBook.pdf


IDA Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading
that align with Hairy Reading and Nessy Reading and Spelling:

Standard I: Foundations of Literacy Acquisition
Understand that learning to read for most people, requires explicit instruction. 

Standard 4: Structured Literacy Instruction

Substandard A: Essential Principles and Practices of Structured Literacy Instruction
4A.1 Understand/apply in practice the general principles and practices of structured 
        language and literacy teaching including explicit, systematic, cumulative, 
        teacher-directed instruction.

Substandard B: Phonological and Phonemic Awareness
4B.1 Understand rationale for/identify, pronounce, classify, and compare all the
       consonant phonemes and all the vowel phonemes of English.

4B.2 Understand/apply in practice considerations for levels of phonological sensitivity.

4B.3 Understand/apply in practice considerations for phonemic-awareness difficulties.

4B.4 Know/apply in practice consideration for the progression of phonemic-awareness
        skill development, across age and grade.

4B.5 Know/apply in practice considerations for the general and specific goals of
        phonemic-awareness instruction.

4B.6 Know/apply in practice considerations for the principles of phonemic-awareness
        instruction: brief, multisensory, conceptual, articulatory, auditory-verbal.

Substandard C: Phonics and Word Recognition
4C.1 Know/apply in practice considerations for the structure of English orthography
       and the patterns and rules that inform the teaching of single- and multisyllabic
       regular word reading.

4C.2 Know/apply in practice considerations for systematically, cumulatively, and
        explicitly teaching basic decoding and spelling skills.

https://dyslexiaida.org/knowledge-and-practices/


4C.3 Know/apply in practice considerations for organizing word recognition and
        spelling lessons by following a structured phonics lesson plan.

4C.4 Know/apply in practice considerations for using multisensory routines to enhance
        student engagement and memory.

4C.5 Know/apply in practice considerations for adapting instruction for students 
        with weaknesses in working memory, attention, executive function, or 
        processing speed.

4C.6 Know/apply in practice considerations for teaching irregular words in small
        increments using special techniques.

4C.7 Know/apply in practice considerations for systematically teaching the decoding of
        multisyllabic words.

4C.8 Know/apply in practice considerations for the different types and purposes
        of texts, with an emphasis on the role of decodable texts in teaching beginning
        readers.

Learn the rules of reading and spelling the Nessy way - with fun!
The new book by Mike Jones, author of Dyslexia Explained and the Nessy programs.

https://www.nessy.com/free-resources/improve-your-spelling-ebook

